
f."Ol..NTY OF. LOS ANGELES 	 CEPARTMENT OF CORONER 

No. 

12 	
93-10011AUTOPSY REPORT 
PHOENIX, RIVER J. 

1 performed an autopsy on the body of 

the DEPARTMENT OF CORONERat ________________--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--------------~ 

Los Angeles, CaJUomia NOVEMBER 1, 1993 @ 1000 HOURS______~~_______________________ on _________________________________ 
(Oa..) 	 (T,m<) 

From the anatomic fmdings and pertinent history I ascribe the death to: 

ACUTE MULTIPLE DRUG INTOXICATION 
()lE TO OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 

IHI 

DlE TO OR .-'lS A CONSEQU£-;CE OF 

IC) 

OTHER SI0:\IFIC"NT CONOITIO>':S -

Anaromicai Summary 

1. 	 History of cocaine, heroin and diazepam use. 

2. 	 Abrasions of hand. 

3. 	 contusion of shin. 

4. 	 Evidence of therapy. 

a. 	 Intravenous catheters of neck, subclavian regioh, 
arm and hand. 

b. 	 Resuscitation mark on chest. 

c. 	 Foley catheter. 
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No.93-10011AUTOPSY REPORT 
12 PHOENIX, RIVER J. 

Page --=2___ 

CIRCUMSTANCES: 


On 10/30/93, the decedent reportedly went to a nightclub. 
He was allegedly speedballing, as well as receiving Valium. 
Early the next morning, he was found by paramedics just 
outside the front door of the club in cardiac arrest. He 
was taken to Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced dead shortly after arrival. Drug screen at the 
hospital was presumptively positive for benzodiazepine, 
cannabinoids, cocaine metabolite, propoxyphene and opiates. 
Ethanol was not detected. 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 

The body is that of an unembalmed Caucasian young adult male 
who appears the stated age of 23 years. The body is identified 
by toe tags. The body weighs 159 pounds, measures 70 inches in 
length and is well-built, muscular and fairly well-nourished. 
There is no abnormal skin coloring or pigmentation. No tattoos 
are present. Rigor mortis is well-developed in the limbs and 
jaw. Livor mortis is fixed and distributed over the posterior 
surface of the body as well as the palms of the hands. The 
are small abrasions on the knuckles of the right index finger 
and the right thumb. The right shin shows a red-purple 
contusion. The head, which is normocephalic is covered by 
brown hair. There is no balding. Examination of the eyes 
reveals pupils with green irides and sclerae that show no 
injection or jaundice. There are no petechial hemorrhages 
of the conjunctivae of the lids or the sclerae. The oronasal 
passages are unobstructed. The nasal septum is intact and without 
inflammation. Upper and lower teeth are present. The neck is 
unremarkable. Resuscitative marks are present over the precordium. 
There is no chest deformity. There is no increase in the anterior
posterior diameter of the chest. There are no scars of the chest 
or abdomen. The abdomen is flat. The genitalia are those of 
a circumcised adult male. A Foley catheter is present. There 
is no anal or genital trauma. There are no needle tracks 
identified on the arms or neck. There are fresh venipunctures 
of the right neck, left subclavian region, right antecubital 
region and left hand which are related to therapeutic procedures. 
Edema of the extremities is not present. Joint deformities, 
crepitance and abnormal mobility are not present. 
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CLOTHING: 

The body is unclothed when received. Accompanying the body 
are the following items: 

1. 	 A pair of brown long pants with dark stripes. The label 
says "split" size M-Long. 

2. 	 A pair of white and black high top tennis shoes with the 
label "ALL STAR" size 10 1/2. 

3. 	 A pair of socks. 

INITIAL INCISION: 

The body cavities are entered through a Y-shaped incision. 
No foreign material is present in the mouth or upper airway. 
No lesions are present nor is trauma of the gingiva, lips or 
oral mucosa demonstrated. Both hyoid bone and larynx are 
intact without fractures. No hemorrhage present in the 
adjacent throat organs. There are no prevertebral fascial 
hemorrhages. The pleural cavities contains a small quantity 
of straw-colored fluid. Rib fractures are not present. The 
parietal pleurae are intact. The lungs are well-expanded. 
Soft tissues of the thoracic and abdominal walls are well 
preserved. There is no recent evidence of injury to the 
chest and abdominal walls other than the resuscitation mark 
and liver temperature mark. The organs of the abdominal cavity 
have a normal arrangement. None is absent. There is no fluid 
collection of the abdomen. The peritoneal cavity is without 
evidence of peritonitis. There are no adhesions. 

SYSTEMIC AND ORGAN REVIEW 

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: 

The aorta is elastic and of even caliber throughout with vessels 
distributed normally from it. It shows a minimal lipid streaking. 
There is no tortuosity, widening or aneurysm of the aorta. 
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within the pericardial sac there is a minimal amount of 
serous fluid. The heart weighs 310 grams. It has a normal 
configuration. There are a few petechial hemorrhages of the 
posterior epicardLum. The chambers are normally developed. 
The valves are thin, leafy and competent. There is no 
endocardial discoloration. The chambers are without mural 
thrombosis. There is no scarring or hemorrhage of the apices 
of the papillary muscles. There are no defects of the septum. 
The great vessels enter and leave in a normal fashion. The 
ductus arteriosus and foramen ovale are obliterated. The 
coronary ostia are widely patent. The right coronary artery 
is the dominant vessel. There is no coronary artery athero
sclerosis. There are no focal lesions of the myocardium. 

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: 

There is no edema of the larynx. There are no fractures of 
the laryngeal cartilages. scant mucoid fluid is found in 
the upper respira-tory passages. The mucosa is intact. The 
right lung weighs 500 grams and the left lung weighs 350 
grams. The lungs are subcrepitant and there is dependent 
congestion. The visceral pleurae are smooth and intact. 
The parenchyma is mildly congested. The pulmonary vasculature 
is without thromboembolism. 

GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM: 

The esophagus is intact throughout. The stomach is moderately 
distended by gas. It contains approximately 200 cc. of dark 
fluid. The mucosa is intact without hemorrhage or ulceration. 
No medication or capsular material is identified. The external 
appearance of the small intestine and colon is unremarkable. 
The small intestine and colon are opened along their anti
mesenteric border and no mucosal lesions are present. The 
appendix is present. The pancreas occupies a normal position. 
The parenchyma is lobular and firm. The pancreatic ducts are 
not ectatic. There is no parenchymal calcification. 
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HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM: 

The liver weighs 1860 grams. It is red-brown. The capsule is 
thin. The consistency is soft and the cut surface is smooth. 
There is a normal lobular arrangement. The gallbladder is 
present and its wall is thin and pliable. It contains no 
stones and a moderate quantity of bile is present. There 
is no obstruction or dilatation of the extrahepatic ducts. 
The periportal lymph nodes are not enlarged. 

URINARY SYSTEM: 

The right kidney weighs 120 grams and the left kidney weighs 
140 grams. The kidneys are normally situated and the capsules 
strip with ease revealing a surface that is smooth and dark 
purple. The corticomedullary demarcation is obscured by 
congestion. The pyramids are not remarkable. The peripelvic 
fat is not increased. The ureters are without dilatation or 
obstruction. The urinary bladder is unremarkable. The 
bladder contains no urine. The Foley catheter bag contains 
approximately 20 to 30 cc. of urine. 

GENITAL SYSTEM: 

The prostate is without enlargement or nodularity. Both 
testes are in the scrotum and without trauma. 

HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM: 

The spleen weighs 250 grams. The capsule is smooth and intact. 
The parenchyma is firm and dark red. There is no increase in 
the follicular pattern. Lymph nodes throughout the body are 
small and inconspicuous. 

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: 

The thyroid gland is unremarkable. The adrenals are intact 
without necrosis or hemorrhage. The thymus has the usual 
appearance for the age. The pituitary gland is of normal 
size. 
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CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: 

There is no hemorrhage beneath the scalp, into the orbits nor 
into the temporal muscles. The external periosteum and dura 
mater are stripped showing no fractures of the calvarium or 
base of the skull. There are no intracranial hematomas. There 
are no tears of the dura mater and no epidural, subdural or 
subarachnoid hematoma. The brain weighs 1540 grams. The 
leptomeninges are thin and transparent. A normal convolutionary 
pattern is observed. coronal sectioning demonstrates a uniformity 
of cortical gray thickness. The cerebral hemispheres are symmetrical. 
There is no softening, discoloration or hemorrhage of the white 
matter. 'l'he basal ganglia are intact. Anatomic landmarks are 
preserved. The ventricular system is symmetrical without dilatation 
or distortion. Pons, medulla and cerebellum are unremarkable. 
There is no evidence of uncal or cerebellar herniation. Vessels 
at the base of the brain have a normal pattern of distribution. 
There are no aneurysms. The cerebral arteries are without 
arteriosclerosis. 

Spinal Cord: The spinal cord is not dissected. 

HISTOLOGIC SECTIONS: 

Representative specimens from various organs are preserved in 
10% formalin and placed in the storage jar. 

TOXICOLOGY: 

Blood, bile, urine, liver tissue and stomach contents have been 
submitted to the laboratory. The blood sample is given to 
Toxicologist Anderson at 1055 hours on 11/1/93. C screen 
and tetrahydrocannabinol are requested. 

PHOTOGRAPHS: 

Photographs have been taken prior to the autopsy. 
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WITNESSES: 

Detective Lee was present during the autopsy. 

OPINION (November 12, 1993): 

Toxicology studies showed high concentrations of morphine 
(heroin) and cocaine in the blood, as well as other substances 
in smaller concentrations. Police investigation shows no 
indication of foul play at this point. The toxicology 
findings are consistent with the history. 

,. I 
- , ,C~~.,4-'i--e1 , c."-':c>" "v-, 

-, 

CHRISTOPHER ROGERS, M.D. DATE 
CHIEF, FORENSIC MEDICINE DIVISION 

CR:rs:c 
T-11/2/93 

T; . ;~ is a. t.!n r:~rSitit',.i t:\)P~! fIt l,i"::-; '~';~~:J:':~ 
if ·i i)e;:.d·~~ ii-.J .s.(:~ j ;'/ th :~ ;",-:.< .'_: .!~'.'!'.; :)i 
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r~ · -· IJ~}. ;; i,",,",!." CC~i' :(~;·J::f.~ 
L~ · .. ..";-.:.t:f~ COlJi'JTf. CALlFOili'lIA 
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AUTOPSY CLASS: 0 A.~ B. 0 C. [l EXAMINATION (D). 

11 t 'i T' 1000 0 P-c'I<!.~'7Date , - - . 77 Ime 	 r. --.!.-...:......J....~-"------
PRINT ~IAME 

22. DEATH ~"'AS CAUSED BY: (ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PER LINE FOR A, B, AND C) 
IMMEDIATE CAUSE 

..... 
(A) dv(.~ L--,,,,)o?<'i c-a;,..'f Ie: L:.., L 1'(. 

:TDUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 

..... 
(B) 

DUE TO. OR AS A CONSEQl'!ONCE OF 

i 
Other conditions contributing but not related to the immediate cause of death: 

o NATURAL f8l' ACCIDENT 0 SUICIDE 0 HOMICIDE 0 UNDETERMINED 

If other than natural causes 
HOW DID INJURY OCCUR? 

AS OPERATION PERFORM ED FOR ANY CONDITION STATED ABOVE? fJ Yes ~ No 

TYPE SURGERY_______________________________DATE___________ 

11 PERTINENT COMMENTS: o EVIDENCE RECOVERED AT AUTOPSY 

item Description: 

o ORGAN PROCUREMENT o WITNESSES TO AUTOPSY: 

g\v"t.:\ 0<:.< '~1y;J ~_ C) , j <:;"L", 

to)('( c:c:·l:1'LSt:- ):~ Av-.,je-r<;<'Y-, 
167'7 tH-lf"3 

t/2, 

'f ' I '_\"'('1 " ''' '' ,; ' 1' . " .... J" ,- -I' " I"·, r'," j I" I ' " '", ' ,TI ,IS IS " f'" " ",,; .," • " . , ' - , 


it it be::.\,:. It£ S'::;:lt •.! ~ \!h; !;. ,-,..:; : .': "'. ' 


Cure,ncr ili\)(:() ~ i;': ' III ,,: : : ::: : -, ;' : :~, 

__-"~:::""__ 	 ,<""vtyv4:::....=::;..,.L-:...=Jt_.f./Z~-..'::<C((..!.Il-[:..l..L"l+-- M.D. 
DEPUTY MEDICAL E~ER 

DEATH CERTIFICATE ISSUED· 

o 	FINAL DATE ISSUED,_ ___ ________ISSUED BY___________ 

C~-ln(\Ll 
.~. t • .: ...... '_: ~I • •.1... 

f; ~ COl I ~ • ~ I Vt R 
? 

REOUEST 

0 Police Report 

0 Med. History 

0 Investigations 

o Criminalistics________ 

o 	GSR 0 Other 

o 	HISTOPATH CUT: 0 AUTOPSY 0 LAB 

o 	MICROBIOLOGY: 

o 	NEUROPATHOLOGY 

TOXICOLOGICAL SPECIMENS COLLECTED 

[2] 	 YES. by (:.< 
['3 BLOOD: [21 HEART 0 (OTHER) 

121 BILE 0 BRAIN 

12) LIVER 0 SPLEEN 
[2] 	 URINE 0 KIDNEY 

W STOMACH 0 VITREOUS 


CONTE(11j' 0 


o 	NO BLOOD 

o EMBALMED 


0> 24 HR. IN HOSPITAL 


o 	NOT INDICATED 

o 	OTH ERI_ ___---::=-::c:-::-::~~-_ 
(REASON) 

TOXICOLOGICAL ANALYSES ORDERED 

SCREEN: 12' C 0 HOT 

o 	ALCOHOL ONLY 

o 	CARBON MONOXIDE 

o 	OTHER (SPECIFY DRUG AND TISSUE) 
-,hC 

o SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST (17A) 

Typing Blood Taken by_~V.L:X.~____ 

~ HEART [] OTHER 

PRIOR EXAMINAnON REVIEW 
® BODY TAG ~ ~ MED. RECORD e-e. 
cg CLOTHING e( 
o SPL PROCESSING 

~ 
0 

AT SCENE PHOTO$( 

X·RAY 
TAG 0 FLUORO 

I---~W~H-:-:IT:::E:-.-F:-I....,LE::-C~O~P:-Y:...::.;::.:::.::;;...-----I 

CANARY· FORENSIC LAB COpy 
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EXTERNAL EXAM 	 PERITONEUM 

Sex /,,!c( Ie Fluid 'l N'''Y.~··,,..J 
Race C...-UA.V«((;L ...., Adhes 

Age 2 '; LIVER Wi'l ,>/~0 
Height -/0 	 Cops '~ 

Weight IY.G 	 Lobul 
-,


Hair r~ rv~<.Ir, Fibros 

Eyes G>-,-~..., 	 GB 
Sclera - i 	 Calc 

Teeth : .. i.I,......_~j 	 Bile ducts 

Mouth ! SPLEEN Wt z5,-) 
Tongu«; Color - 1 

Nose _ ':>y"" '" ,- ..,l,,::. '/' Consist ,\ 
/U,::::r. ~.c<•.Chest- (p'C,"".~C:.i ·~('"(·~}. <i\.~ ..-"-..........~;.t ..7 Caps 


Breasts "' 	 Malpig
.Vt .,.,....,_ ,..J 

Abdomen 	 PANCREAS 
Scar . :V. ... ',: .1,...1 .... . 

1 	
ADRENALS 

Genitol .. c.,.-,« .. ,.,..:. I 	 KIDNEYS Wt 
Edema Caps 

Skin 
 Cortex ; 


Decub . Vessels 

HEART Wt '.' Pelvis 


Pericord ") 
 .)~~e.cL. ", ~ Ureter _, /V0 --1 "'il''':' 

Hypert h"",f';":<1>- .. AI~~ . \" . BLADDER - 2&'-'7'.:>(:<- •...., FiJ',q" 
Dilat I ""Y"''''' .... L~GENITALIA 

Muscle 

Valves 


Coronar 
AORTA '/ "Fub-es 

VESSELS j 
 ~ '.-"r . .•) 
LUNGS Wt . OESOPHAGU1.;~ .~· , . 

R ,?Co STOMACH - c4~~ 'F<tud 

L '7>0 DUOD & SM INTl 

Adhes l APPENDIX j f'.-Or,...-.,-J 
;LARGEINT 

AtelectasIs ABDOM NODESj 
Oedema I PHARYNXl SKELETON l 
Congest I TRACH EA I ;v~...-.~..J Skull 

Consol THYROID I Spine 

Bronchi THYMUS J Marrow._. 


Nodes 

Fluid 1 

I,}/ ,tJ.-tQ.'1" ·' L-~e I LAtjo 

BRAIN Wt 
Duro 

Fluid 

Ventric 

Vessels 

~ 

N\t5'C I--&Tn 
PITUITARY- ,.v."".C'J 

SPINAL CORD - :fvvi- . 
~,(<==i,"".I ....., .1 

TOXICOLOGY .J ..... __C? 1(·,· .,.1 . I..A ~ . ,. .... ," 

~ , '. . .. . .. . '..... ,... ': ",' .

SECTIONS 

GROSS IMPRESSION 

I ~ " ,.'<1'-., c r':" 
. ); I I 

~"'! ,~:.. .....:' c '.'"':,. '-;", ' 

2 	 .A~", T.:(' ,~~ ... (. c-(, 
L-,<.; _, \ 

(0-" .-1-,-< S C''l-, 

S~ 'J~ 
E(/, ~r ..,<-<:.c c( li",,-<,,/.I;,/ 

'J) " , 1 ' 
.. ' . ~l.v~v-o~~';. 

c c':h.dC-'7 u6 ", P.<.-l/ 

<;.......'...,:' .(<<.v .;",? ~<:J L~ 


q y,.,., 4-v..:;:1 l.....c.,~:t 
13) A::s.,,~ ....·-I.,;h~ /I.-",~t 

eo.-, c. f..('c.rt 

C ) F=o !~ c Q.h~?+Cv 

C 1"tLt t''::. \ . 0 

I\\\1'"\ 

Dote 	 Deputy Medicol Examiner 

PL 
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Repo~t of Toxicologi cal Analyses 
I)c~.' P;:'\ r t.lnen t c,of C:[) I"" on E" '

Coun 'ty of Los Angeles 

Christopher Rogers, M.D. 

C:h.'1. t:~·F ~ F: C: I "' t~n 42,; :i. c '1'1 t·?c; i c.i n f'2 


F' C:~i"·t.~n!:;.i c or c)::-: i c () 1 Cjt:.~ 'y' i... ~~.~ bC)l~ c( tC) j"' Y' 

Fore nsic Science La borator ies Dj,vi sion 


CorDner's Case Number 93-10011 

In accordance with y o ur request , toxicological analysEs have been 
performed a nd ar e now completed on the subject case as tabulated below: 

.Dl '- \j{)~::. L. E~\/ ~:? ], p, !~, ~-;; ,~_ iJ n r,' d DE..;'tC:' 

P, n t';'; 1 ''/ ::::: t? d F:' Cti...i nd T' 0 ~< i C 0 1. c'q i:;; t: (in <:,,1 y;~ E:'cl 
._- ".- .,.. ._- ..-.... ._- ..... ' ... -...... .... .... ._- ",., '.-.-.. .......-,,- .. ... _- . .-........ -.. ",.......-....-~ ~ 

Alcohols 	 N e{j.~t l'/E- it NUDa: 1 1 !(i~l'1~; 

3~uGd 3afb ~turates Nu 	 oJ , ?ark ~ ~/ :} 4/'13 

8!DOd Basic Dfng s Dih~r Pr?S2pt 	 ti, Ar:d2 fSll n 11l(i4 /'1~ 
(; lS~Gud Narcotics Fi~e Codein2 3"1 ~G/Ni. 	 i'ii , AnderSDn t1/ i)4/ ':3 

r,t 1l'e:l GCid Narcotics FreE' NorphinE'! 1 ~ } \,,1 UG/HL ii, AndE'TSOn 11l041'13 
Blood PhE·nc yc Iid ~ne FhenC'~clidinE' 1m 

, 
l , H.;hdilci '1' 11 /0 4/92 

StDmac h CDRtents Narcotics CODEINE ;) . (:3. MG n. ;'mderse.n l ifG4,":';:; 
CoSt()~ach CDntents Narcotics MURPHiNE (r .2(t MG iJ. finder sun 11 /0 ~ /'13 

Blesad Cocaine Ben~ ':sy I ecguiline 4,bO UG/NL iL AndErSOfr 11/04/93 
Blouo ruc~in~ Cocaethyien:' Nn D. And:;rrson t ll (i{i 93 

CQcdine" 	 CocainE' 7/30 UG !NL " 
.. i , ~;r;j2rSD:1 1! /(~4r9.:: 

StD~ach Contents Cocaine BEIEO)fLECGOim~E J,n fiG 	 nu. Ar)dEfscn lilO4/'yj 
nStomach Contents Cocaine COCAETH\'LENE ND 	 ;"' . And"rs on llJ0419? 
n 
\}cSto~ach Contents CDc~in e 	 COCAINE 100,8(} riG iindersen it ;'(}4/'t3 
r.0,37 !J,-. ;;JI 
,1, BHdd 

Blood MilA iii} R, &lidd dN8i'H 
BloDd ~m'iA 1111 R. Budd I1 JG3i93 
Bloesd ?SEU[lOEPHEDR lIlt 1.29 UGiML R. Sudd i 1/ij8l9J 

B10Qd 	 EPHEDRINE ,~, ijl ilL 11/08/93 

•• 1'-'" Itj., 
....Blood M"thal!lphl'tal':inE Nil R. Budll i 11 vo, J 

UrinE EPHEDP.lI~f Pr eSEnt R. Budd !1 /(i3/9} 
Urine ' MDA @ R. Budd : 1I08l93 
Urine MONA NO R. Budd 11/08/13 
Urine PSEU!JOEPHEDRltlE P;~St'ilt " Budd 11 J03/93". 
Urine Drug Screen &EIHO'ilEC6ma ME Present H, Budd 11/03l93 
Urine Drug ScreEn tlORPHINE Present iI. Budd" j !/(iBJ93 
Biood Benzesdiazepines DESXETH'iLDIAZEPAM 0.05 UGiML D. Hndersesn 1111 0/ 93 
EluDO Benzodiazepines DJAIEPAl1 0119 lJGml D. Arrde-Tson l1J 10/93 
Urine Marijuana H~tab[)li te Present l. Ch'w" I III (1/93 

Blood Basic Drugs Ketalliine N[; "lJ. ~ndt'r5cm 11/15J93 


.;,.,&iood Bas ic Drugs p{op()~'1phene rHi 	 ii. AndErson 11/15/93 
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Report of Toxicological Analyses 
Department of Cor·oner 
County of Los Angeles 

12/06/93 	 Pending Tox 

TO: 	 ChFistopher Rogers, M.D. 
Chief, Forensic Medicine 

FROM: 	 Forensic Toxicology Laboratory 
Forensic Science Laboratories Division 

SUBJECT: 	 Coroner's Case Number 93-10011 PHOENIX, RIVER 

In accordance with your request, toxicological analyses have been 
performed and are now completed on the subject case as tabulated below: 

Tissue 
Analyses 
Requested 

Drugs 
Analyzed 

Level 
Found 

Assigned 
Toxicologist 

Date 
Analyzed 

----- -------- ------- - - - -  -----------
Blood Special Test Marijuana Negative L . Mahanay 12/01/93 

.. .. --~., . -....~.~ 

:'I,~:' ·!.o r.: ttlB Ger~fi~:d copy of \h(~ record 
" ii ' . :')1 3 0-,::, se:>.1 of iht: li.;p' ! :~i""or\! (,f 
.;{j~ . l ' l(~r L' ; ·,~;rin ; ~~d it 1 \--h.!~ l.~'.:; ;r;:, . 

l)lliECTOI1 
DEYART!"lt:I'JT OF COr:lCN~n 
LO~; ANGELES COUNTY, GAl.IFOGNIA 

LEGEND: 
MG/L = Milligram per Liter G% Gram Percent 
UG/ML Micrograms per Milliliter ND Not Detected 
QNS Quanity Not Sufficent rITG Milligrams
UG/G Micrograms per Gram 
MG/DL Milligram per Deciliter 
TNP' Test Not Performed 

JOSEPH J. MUTO 
CHIEF FORENSIC TOXICOLOGIST 
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1...--~;5- /UU// . 

~·'.i~~. .. " . 'It 

....",. 	:OUN rv 0" 1.01 ANGIU.IS HOSIII'TAL ANO NUASINQ IIO~ NO "Tw ""SSION "OAO 

O.p.rTm.ft~ of Coron~ C,A.AI flACILITY "'~"'T 1.0S ANOII.1:5. (;.111.1 •. 'OOll 

. 01/010954956 
IVEn", PHOENIX 
/ ! / 
OS 10/31/93 

--==-..::.....-----------	
R 565717 

.,·m -
18 


IQ eeeORI A OiATH--PHONI!(21JI 343-0711 .~. 


CO~'''I.S:T' AI.I.I.INtS. USlltloo(. II' UNt<NOWN 0" NOT API>\..ICAII..I. 

SO STATI!. "\ 

h::'Je:1Y Bhd. 
"'00~!55 ..• _ 

N ... ME 01' :)!C!OENT- •• ?I1V-6<? ,t rj?Ho£r.li}( 
"G[~ SElC H QAC!~ 

C;A.T! 0" O!AT'" -L'{)''3/-1,? TIMt __07_~_-..!./___________ 	 . :' 

<-;!}? FJrvL.. StL~A >-<OSI>. 0" I.O.NO. 

OAeAN/TISSUI! CONATION IN~OAMATION 

wAS ,.... It NEXT' ·Ol'·Io(IN A""QOAC~e:O ~ICAQOINa O~CAN/TISSU[ OONATION' 
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.INVESTIGATOR'S REPORTCOUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF CORONER 

3 CC #93-10011 
PHOENIX, RIVER JUDE 
OOD 10-31-93 
ACC 
LASD/HOMICIDE BUREAU 
#093-09738--0978-496 

INFORMATION SOURCES: 

L LASD HOMICIDE SGT. MIKE LEE; AT HOSPITAL. PAGE __1__ 0F __2 __ PAGE(S) 

2. GERRY GIBSON, HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATIVE SUPERVISOR; AT HOsPITAL. 
3. LASD DEPUTY J. WILLIAMS #275868; AT HOSPITAL 
4. ARLYN S. PHOENIX, DECEDENT'S MOTHER; VIA PHONE. 
5. MAAR NEALON, FAMILY FRIEND, ACTRESS; AT THE DEPARTMENT. 

INVESTIGATION: 

AT 0150 HOURS ON 10-31-93, THE DEPARTMENT WAS NOTIFIED OF A POSSIBLE ACCIDENTAL DEATH 
BY OVERDOSE, INVOLVING ACTOR RIVER PHOENIX. THE DECEDENT HAD BEEN TRANSPORTED TO 
CEDARS-SINAI HOSPITAL BY PARAMEDICS AND SUBSEQUENTLY PRONOUNCED. 

I RESPONDED TO TIlE 1I0SPITAL PER LT. MICHAEL .JOSEPH AND CONTACTED LASD HOMICIDE SGT. MIKE 
LEE. IT WAS LEARNED FRIENDS AND FAMILY MEMBERS WERE AT THE HOSPITAL, HOiVEVER WHEN THE 
DECEDENT WAS PRONOUNCED, THEY LEFT THE HOSPITAL. THE DECEDENT'S AGENT WAS ALSO AT THE 
HOSPITAL (ID' D AS IRIS BURTON) BUT ALSO LEFT BEFORE SHE COULD BE INTERVIEWED. 

APPARENTLY THE DECEDENT HAD GONE TO A NIGHTCLUB (THE VIPER) LOCATED AT 8860 SUNSET BLVD., 
WEST HOLLYWOOD, ON THE EVENING OF 10-30-93, WITH FRIENDS AND HIS BROTHER. THE DECEDENT 
IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN USING DRUGS IN THE NIGHCLUB' S RESTROJM. ATTENDEES WHO RE
FUSED TO BE IDENTIFIED, REPORT THE DECEDENT "SPEEDBALLING." HIS GIRLFRIEND, ID'D AS 
SAMANTHA MATHIS (OOB 5-12-70) TOLD DEPUTIES, SHE HEARD SOMEONE HAD GIVEN THE DECEDENT 
"SOMETHING" 'IO CALM HIM DOi'JN. SHE ASSUMED THE "SOMETHING" TO BE VALIUM. SHE DENIED ANY 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE DECEDENT'S DRUG USE. (IT SHOULD BE NOTED, ~~THIS WAS CONTACTED TWICE 
VIA PHONE, HOWEVER REFUSED 'IO OFFER INFORMATION REGARDING THE INCIDENT.) 

AT 0110 HOURS, 10-31-93, LASD AND LACFD RECEIVED A 9-1-1 CALL FOR ~liillICAL AID, POSSIBLE 
SEIZURE ACTIVITY. UPON ARRIVAL OF RA 7 (CAPT. RIBAR, PARMlEDICS HOUSTON, SCOTT AND 
PHILLIPS) THE DECEDENT WAS OBS~VED JUST OUTSIDE THE FRONT DOOR OF THE CLUB ON THE SIDE
WALK AND WAS IN FULL ARREST, PER CAPT. RIBAR. CPR WAS IMMEDIATELY STARTED AND AT 0131 
HOURS, THE DECEDENT WAS TRANSPORTED TO THE HOSPITAL, ARRIVING AT 0134 HOURS. THE DECE
DENT WAS SUBSEQUENTLY PRONOUNCED IN THE ER BY DR. PAUL SILKA. AT 0151 HOURS. 

THE DECEDENT WAS SCREENED DRUGS AND ETHANOL. THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE PANEL DETECTED: 
BENZODIAZEPlNES, CANNABINOIDS, COCAINE METABOLITE, PROPOXYPHENE AND OPIATES. ETHANOL 
WAS NOT DETE<;:TED. (SEE ATl'ACHED REPORT.) 

THE DECEDENT WAS OBSERVED IN THE HOSPITAL MORGUE, AND WAS NOTED 'IO BE WEARING BROWN 
"SPLIT" JEANS WITH BLACK STRIPS, SIZE M, LG; WHITE SOCKS AND BLACK "CONVERSE" HI-TOP 
SNEAKERS. (PER CAPT. RIBAR, THE DECEDENT HAD A JACKET AND A SHIRT, WHICH HE BELIEVES 
WERE LEFT AT THE SCENE UPON TRANSPORTING.) PER THE HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATIVE SUPERVISOR, 
THE DECEDENT HAD NO PROPERTY UPON ARRIVAL. 

CONTINUED ON FORM #3 ... 

APPROVAL 

;~.< '---------------------"''----''--t'-------hr.-~+=~'_'t_'------'-------l 
7fiM" Btl tRev; ~/93\ P2/93 
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. INVESTIGATOR'S REPORTCOUNTY OF LOS ANGELES DEPARTMENT OF CORONER 

3 CC #93-010011 
PHOENIX, RIVER JUDE 
OOD 10-31-93 
ACC 
LASD/HOMICIDE BUREAU 
#093-09738-0978-496 

CONTINUED FROM FORM #3..• 
PAGE _2___ 0F __2__ PAGE(S) 

A BODY EXAMINATION REVEALS FRESH BRUISING TO THE DECEDENT'S LEFT PALM NEAR HIS THUMB, 

THREE SCABBED OVER ABRASIONS ON THE TOP OF THE RIGHT HAND, ONE FRESH ABRASION ON THE 

RIGHT INDEX FINGER, FIRST KNUCKLE AND A SCAR ON HIS RIGHT SHIN. ALSO NOTED IS A RED 

STAR, STAMPED ON THE TOP OF HIS RIGHT HAND. (RECEIVED UPON ENTERING THE NIGHTCLUB.) 

A LIVER TEMPERATURE WAS T~ AT 0337 HOURS SHOWING 99° WITH THE AMBIENT TEMPERATURE 
AT 68°. 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED, THE DECEDENT WAS PRONOUNCED AT 0151 HOURS DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME 
AND WHEN THE LIVER TEHPERATURE WAS TAKEN AT 0337 HOURS, THE TIHE THEN CHANGED TO 
PACIFIC STANDARD TIHE. 

THE DECEDENT WAS LATER TRANSPORTED FROM THE HOSPITAL TO THE FSC FOR FURTHER EXAMINA
TION, BY J.P. NAVA #412696. 

NO OTHER INFORMATION WAS AVAILABLE AT THE TIME OF THE REPORT, HOWEVER THE INVESTIGA
TION BY LASD SGT. LEE AND DET. COMSTOCK IS CONTINUING. 

IDENTIFICATION: MADE BY THE DECEDENT'S BROTHER, JOAQIN PHOENIX AT THE SCENE AND BY THE 
DECEDENT'S AGENT, IRIS BURTON AT THE HOSPITAL. 

NOTIFICATION: MADE BY IRIS BURTON AND LATER CONFIRMED BY GOODMAN #411487. 


APPROVAL 

'" 7~M"RIJ IRev.2/93\ P?/93 
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I)EF'ARTMENT 01' C()/{UNI:.K COUNTY OF LOS ANGEl-ES ORDER FOR RELEASE - ORDEN DE ENTEGRA 

I 
I 

i 
i 
I 

CaSe No, 93-10011 

5 
DEPARTMENT OF CORONER COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

Case Name 
Please read and answer all questions biforCJ signing 

PHOENIX, RIVER 
WAS THE DECEDENT LEGALLY MARRIED 

AT THE TIME OF DEATH? ... ,., ... ,.,., .. , ... ".,.,', .... -----1lO 

DOES THE DECEDENT HAVE ANY LIVING CHILDREN'I " .. ,---11.0 


. Favor de leer y comeslar todos las pregllluas (lilies de fimuir Date NOVEl1B)::R 1, 1993 
lEI FiIJildo ricne hijos villos? ., .•. ,",.', .. , ... " . . . ,.,." " .... - 
I.E! Finado ha sido CllSluJO legwmentc7 .......... , . , ..... , ... , ' .. , ~ 


HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE • CHAPTER 3 • CUSTODY AND DUTY OF INTERMENT 

I 	 7100, The right to control the disposition of the rem ... ins of a deCea5c(\ p~r~on. unl~ss other dircct!ons have: been I:':iven by [he, dec~dent, 
ve:stS in, lind the duty of intUffienl and the: liability for the: reasonHble cost 01 mtcrmcnl of such re.n'.olns devolves \lpOn the tollowlnl'( In Iht 
order narned: (n) The surviving spouse. (b) The &l\rvi~ing chi!~ (lr chil~rc:n of the decedel\t, (c) The SUrVIW\~ P,arM! or p~rc~(s of the dec.ede(\[. (d) 
The person or persoo~ resp~ctivcl)' in the next degrtes of kmdrtd 10 the onJec. named hy Ihe luws of California liS r-otl(\"d 10 ~uccced [0 tht 
estate of the drce:<lellt. (e) The I'llblic Aclminislrfltor when the dc(:t:fssed has Sllrr":lcnt iisms. 

"W~RNINC : The person ~itl\lng Ihls O(der for RelclIse h liable for ~11 dlllllllg~s cftuscd by Ilny unlrulhflll "llte~tIIts 
~onl"lned In 111:1 document. (Hulth and SaCety Code Secllon 7110). 11 Is al.a II crhllln~1 o({enie to knowUl~ly 
file a falSt ·,Iilernent with a government IIgenc:),. (fen.! elIde Secllon 11S IIntl 470)" Therefore. please release the 
body upon o;ompldioll of your investigation of the dealh of said deccllsed 1(1; 

Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills 

£ti~~__~~-_.__~__,_____ Rdaril,lnship ___m_o_t_h,_e_X'____=_ 

S!.!ltcl ~"-I:>..-,--F~{__~Zip Cod~ G ~ 
November I, 1993 

----------~--~~~~---~~-~-------

If 1'101 next of kin. sign above and explain why next of kin is not hondling, If Ih" eltcc\.llor . MIliCh ,1 copy of {he will , 

~___~____~_~_____~____~-_.~__ Rclationihip ____________N8.nle 


Address _______~______ City ___~_~-______ Stille _~,,______ Zip Code ____ 


CODlGO DE SANIDAD Y SEGURIDAD • CAPITULO 3 • Custodia y Obligacion de Enticrro 

7100. EJ derecho de C(lntrolar 11\ dispocion de 103 r~~IOS del finado a mcntos de que olnlS instruccioncs hayan sido dadns por el finado, 
dar !llItoridHd. y cl deber del entierro y la rcspolIsnbiiidad por el gtl~to j1l910 de entierro de lales restos pasa sobrc 10 ~iguicnte en el 
orden nombrl4\lo, (H) esposo 0 espOSIl (b) hljo 0 hUos del finado (e) p~dre 0 padres del fimldo (d) perstma 0 personas respectivamente 
en los grados de parentesco ell el orden nombrado por las Jeyes de California como que tiene derccho se SHeeder al los bic.pes del finado 
(e) EI Administrador Publico c\lalldo cl finado tien~~ufi.cie?t~,1J~5$' rli!i[; ,~ cO P"! (J ~ Ih .", i sc"rd -"1 

..AVISO: La persona lirmando est. ~den par. (esjon ;es sujew .ppr'. todos' lri"!mjulcJoJ C)I!!nM ~~Ieuna 
(Aln declaratlOIl conlenldo til e8tC'jJ~cumt~lo. {~'f,doIJ,F1,l~! pel Cp~IKo De Sauldlld:t~eJiiU.-~d~d).,~ unll 
Mensa criminal prelient. al proposlto Maos testimonio con \I)\a R\!efcla del goblerno. (t:6dlgo·.D.e'fe.ii<i ,~t~lon 
115 y 470)", Por eso, favor de cnlrega7!os/esIO! del l1nado dcs9'll.espc compielaf Ja inv~~iigAcion a: : ,:':",~ \.'~ 

FUNERARIA: 	 : ,1 ,'" ~' ~ '" ~ , .... . , , . t 
I · 

Firma _____~___,------_-_---..:.'-___________,r...;. ' Parent'es~o ----~-'-.,.~;...r-~----; ; / / 	 · 
L 	 .::.. 

Domicilio 	 Cuida9' : __,_;,_: :_:_~-,-,,~~_____ l!stadO , ; ': ' '::' ~~~a Postal 
• ;, r '.' , 

,_ . ' j \. ; \~ ' ;~ ,;" ,:': l': '''): ",:)! ~ I ~l ~ 

Si no es cl paricnte proximo, firme y explique porque cI pariente pr6ximo no eSln arreglnndo los mimites cn esce !lsunto_ Si e~ el albacea 
de! tcstllJllcnto, incluir una copia del testamenlO, 

Pl\tientc pr6ximo _______ ______.~-____________ Parcnl¢seo _______~____ 


Domicilio ~_______~___ Estlldo ________ Zona Postal ____
Cuidad 

-' - ' - --"'Y"'l~T":'"lo.Y '" 
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COUNTY OF lOS ANGELE:S 

1 
ADORESS 

AIR {p f OF 

UVER qq of 

WATERN /A OF 

'I'ESNO 

PRINTS )It 0 

MED. EV. 0 }II 

PHYS. EV. 0 rt 
~~~~DE 0 rJ.. 

o STATE HOSP 0 O.I.S. 

o IN CUSTODY 0 AT WORK 

YES NO 

CLOTHING &\ )fj 0 

INVEST. PHOT~P( 0 
F.S. PHOTO 0 ~ 

GSANO rJIA

CASE REPORT DEPARTMENT OF CORONER 

SUI HOM+
o CLOSELY WATCHED /tJDr/o AUTOPSY WAIVER 

o LAW ENFORCEMENT RELATED 0 VICTIMS OF CRIME 

AKA; CRYPT 

08 

CO~DITION 0 EMBALMED 

Y/e;Jl)~6 
DEFORMITIES 

DATE TIME 

/b-!JI- q8 
MILITARY C .... 

NO 

DATE 

I () - ~/- 3 
TIME 

PA RPT 0 ¥ES ;tl..NO YES NO 

~ ,JIlt-AA-SEAL 6Si!JllteD MORTUARY _-'----'-----'____----:_ 

HOSP. RPT. YES 'it. NO 0 

'-IOAT APT 0 ~ 

RELEASE o ~ 
VITAL.SHOSP. CHAAT YES Ii. NO w 

PF NO. ~ 6fes11 '1 
o rj. 

o ¢.. 

DATE APPROVAL 

II I I leU 
TIME 0 '-[ I ( T>1t 
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